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Figure 2.5  n � Percentage Changes in Nonfatal Violence Crime Rates From  
1993 to 2014

The total violent crime rate has plummeted since the early 1990s. Why might that be? What policies do you 
think may have been responsible, if any, for this decrease?

Percentage changes calculated from annual estimates in Truman and Langton, Criminal Victimization, 2014.

Source: Truman, J., & Langton, L. (2014). Criminal victimization, 2014. Bureau of Justice Statistics, Office of Justice Programs, 
U.S. Department of Justice.

of crime as well. In 2014, strangers committed 54.9% of robberies against male victims  
and 30.0% of robberies against female victims. During the same year, 14.2% of rapes and 
sexual assaults against female victims were committed by strangers, while 31.9% of rapes and 
sexual assaults against male victims were perpetrated by strangers. These findings show that 
unlike boys and men, girls and women are more likely to be violently victimized by someone 
they know.

In 2014, a greater percentage of strangers victimized blacks (50.4%) compared with 
whites (34.8%).55 About 4 in 10 Hispanics (41.4%) were victims of violence by strangers. 
Blacks also were robbed by strangers at higher percentages than their white counterparts. 
During 2014, 64.3% of all robberies against blacks were committed by strangers. In con-
trast, 30.8% of all robberies against whites were perpetrated by strangers. About 6 in 10 
(58.5%) Hispanics who were robbed were robbed by strangers. The percentage of individ-
uals experiencing simple assault by strangers was similar across the groups. During 2014, 
simple assault by strangers was committed against 39.7% of blacks, 31.9% of whites, and 
38.9% of Hispanics.

Estimates from NCVS data also show that most nonfatal violence is committed by armed 
offenders.56 In 2014, 71.7% of all nonfatal violence involved armed offenders (Table 2.5). 
In the same year, 8.1% involved offenders armed with firearms, and 4.0% involved offend-
ers armed with knives. The percentage of nonfatal violent crime involving armed offenders 




